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A. 	 Build more market housing

Increase the percentage of market housing in 
Strathcona. All new housing developments 
on arterial streets will contain a larger 
proportion of market- than non-market 
housing. More market housing will help 
support retail businesses and bring a healthy 
social presence to our streets. No one should 
be afraid to walk Strathcona’s streets. An 
increase in market housing will reduce the 
proportion of disadvantaged people in the 
total population without displacing them or 
the services available for them. More market 
housing will also reduce negative impact such 
as dying business, unsafe streets, and the cycle 
of addiction and poverty perpetuated by the 
concentration of social services. 

B. 	 Revitalize East Hastings,  
our shopping street

Revitalizing East Hastings Street will require 
increasing the proportion of market housing 
in order to accommodate people with the 
income to support retail business. Incentives 
will be required for existing business to remain, 
and for new business to locate in Strathcona. 
Remove the bylaw that ‘relaxed’ requirement 
for retail at grade level on Hastings Street in 
Strathcona. All new developments on East 
Hastings Street must have retail at pedestrian 
level. Encourage artists and craftspeople to 
open studios and galleries. 

C. 	 Increase amenities for the community

Provide increases to universally accessible 
amenities such as green space and parks, child 
care and elder care, and recreational facilities. In 
Strathcona, such amenities are in short supply; 
we have had to do more with fewer resources 
than other Vancouver neighbourhoods.

D. 	 Maintain the total volume of social services 
at the current level only

Recognize that the proportion of people in 
Strathcona who are addicted or mentally ill 
is already too high for a healthy and balanced 
community. Redress the balance by enacting 
a moratorium on the building of new social 
service facilities. This moratorium can be 
selective, but must be restrictive enough 
to ensure that the proportion of the total 
population with addiction and mental illness 
issues decreases to a much more healthy level.

E. 	 Encourage and reinforce the presence of the 
artistic, creative community

Strathcona’s non-conforming buildings are 
ideally suitable for adaptive reuse by our arts 
community to manufacture, exhibit and sell 
products of the creative imagination.

F.  	 Embrace elements of green living such as 
community gardens, farmers markets, and 
renewable energy
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We believe that densification in our city should be tailored to the needs of 
individual neighbourhoods. Any further densification of Strathcona will 
respect and build on Strathcona’s history. Densification will follow our 
recommended strategies for regaining a healthy balance in the demographic 
characteristics of Strathcona.

In Strathcona, densifying appropriately will dilute the proportion of persons 
who are drug addicted or mentally ill. Appropriate densification will 
improve the norm for street behaviour, improve conditions for industry and 
retail business, reduce crime, make the streets safe for everyone, and make it 
easier for people to break free of cycles of addiction and poverty.

4. Densify Appropriately and Sustainably
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A.  	 Nurture existing large housing 
developments

These rules—encourage diversity, prevent 
displacement, and maintain a healthy 
balance—will be followed in planning for 
the redevelopment of existing non-market 
housing complexes such as Maclean 
Park and Raymur/Stamps Place, and co-
operative housing large and small such as 
Rose Garden and the Mau Dan Gardens.

B. 	 Some height on arterial streets,  
but no towers

Towers are not acceptable. Mixed-
use low- to mid-rise buildings with 
retail, commercial or industrial uses on 
ground floor and with housing above are 
acceptable on arterial streets, such as, East 
Hastings Street, some blocks of Cordova 
and Powell streets. Every heritage building 
will be preserved and renovated and 
Strathcona’s heritage streetscape will be 
respected.

C.  	 Retain existing buildings where possible

Observe the principle that ‘the greenest 
building is one that is already built’

D.  	Where suitable, ensure all new 
construction is built to the highest LEED 
standards

Encourage and facilitate the best green 
building practices wherever possible.

Components of an appropriate densification process include:
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In respecting and nurturing our Strathcona neighbourhood, its 
heritage and the people it shelters, we can be mindful of the words 
of the poet Rumi: 

Conclusion
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“There are a hundred ways to  
kneel and kiss the ground.”

From Cairo to Vancouver 
Urban Regeneration Not Gentrification: 
Using Heritage to Revialize Marginalized Neighbourhoods 
Aga Khan Foundation of Canada at Simon Fraser University, 8, June 2008
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appendix

the strathcona revitalization committee
The Strathcona Revitalization Committee was founded in 2004 as a 
coalition of voluntary citizen organizations of residents and business 
in the Strathcona area. Our purpose is to promote and enhance the 
economic, social, and cultural wellbeing of the Strathcona community.

The primary focus of the SRC is to make Strathcona a safe and healthy 
place for everyone who lives and works in our community: families, 
seniors, children, immigrants, and the small business owners and their 
employees. We believe that collaboration with municipal and other 
levels of government and other agencies is necessary to revitalize and 
animate our community and its very special heritage.
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strathcona property owners and 
tenants association (spota)
Chair: Sang Lee    

Established in 1965, SPOTA is an affiliation 
of Chinese-speaking residents. SPOTA 
enabled Strathcona to survive as a residential 
neighbourhood in Vancouver’s urban core, 
established the principle of citizen decision-
making in land-use planning, and from 1974 
to 1983 built the first post-war infill housing in 
Vancouver.

strathcona community centre 
association (scca)
President: Andrew Mak

Established in 1972 in collaboration with 
the Vancouver School Board and the 
Vancouver Public Library. The SCCA initiated 
Strathcona’s Linear Park, the community 
gardens and adventure playground. In 2008, 
SCCA programs serve 1000 children, 400 
youth, 700 seniors, and 500 families.

raycam cooperative centre association
President: Steve Bouchard

Established in 1979 in collaboration with the 
Province of British Columbia and the City 
of Vancouver. RayCam provides recreation, 
education, and cultural and social services to 
hundreds of families and seniors in the Kiwassa 
and Strathcona neighbourhoods.

strathcona residents association (sra)
Co-Chairs: John Atkin and Rick Archambault

Established in 1992 to implement the planning 
initiatives of the Strathcona Community Plan 
and such heritage strategies as the Strathcona 
Porch Project, the SRA is an affiliation of 
English-speaking residents, including home-
owners and tenants.

strathcona business improvement 
association (strathcona bia)
Chair: Wayne Kennedy

Established in 2001 with the City of Vancouver, 
the Strathcona BIA has 850 business and 
property owners, over 8000 employees, and 
more than 200 heritage-designated properties 
in the Strathcona district. Its special focus is 
economic revitalization and sustainability.

SRC Member Organizations
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