
 
 
 

Strathcona Park Neighbours: Update ten 

May 28, 2021  

 
We would like to provide you with an update on the City and Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation’s 
recent work in the Strathcona neighbourhood. 
 
As you may be aware, following the April 30 deadline for people to move out of Strathcona Park, a small 
number of people, including encampment supporters and protestors, set up structures just outside the 
park and parked vehicles along Raymur Avenue. Over the last month, staff from the City and Park Board 
have taken a number of steps to ensure this small group of people moved from the area, including 
ticketing and towing vehicles, issuing a by-law notification informing people that they must move from 
the area, and providing support to people to help them manage their possessions. 
 
Yesterday morning, with the support of VPD who assisted with keeping the peace, the City’s Engineering 
Services crews helped the remaining three individuals who had erected tents on Raymur Avenue to move 
from the site. Most of the materials at the site were moved by their owners and any items that remained 
were removed by City Sanitation crews and documented to ensure accountability, and are being stored 
free of charge for the next 30 days in case owners would like to collect them.  
 
The parking lane of 1000 block of Raymur, adjacent to the park, has now been fenced off and will stay 
fenced over the coming weeks to provide additional space for Park Board staff to use for storage as they 
undertake remediation of the park. 
 
Throughout the closure of the encampment, the City and Park Board strived to employ Reconciliation 

learnings and a trauma-informed lens to our approach, recognizing that there is an over-representation of 

people of Indigenous ancestry experiencing homelessness and that people experiencing homelessness are 

impacted by layers of trauma and marginalization. We recognized that this was a complex and sensitive 

situation for many people, and it was important that we took the time to listen carefully and collaborate 

with all those involved to reach what we hope will be a safer and longer-term solution for their 

accommodation.  

The goal was always to move everyone who was sleeping in the park into safe and secure indoor spaces 

and, with the support of BC Housing, everyone who registered for accommodation was offered it. Now 

that the encampment has ended, Park Board staff will focus on remediating Strathcona Park, while the 

City continues to take collective action with BC Housing to create more permanent homes for people 

experiencing homelessness are outside struggling to survive. 

City and Park Board staff will continue to monitor parks across Vancouver and respond promptly if other 

encampments begin to form. 

Next steps 

 The east side of the park remains closed and fenced off and staff are now planning for 
remediation work.  

 Park Board staff will continue to conduct conversations with the community to discuss suitable 
ways to move forward in partnership, including learning from Indigenous knowledge-holders and 
matriarchs on healing the land. Pamphlets with information are being distributed through local 
community centres, partner organizations and via neighbourhood bulletin boards and we would 
welcome your input into these future plans. 

 
If you have any questions, please email homelessness@vancouver.ca.  
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